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TO 

The  Honourable  and  Right  Reverend 
The  Lord  Bishop  of  Durham, 

Prejident ;  . 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Teignmouth,  ' 
Thomas  Bernard,  Efq. . 

Jo  HN  Sullivan,  Efq.  and 
The  Reverend  Dr.  Glasse, 
Vice-Prejidents  ; 

And  the  other  Members  of  the  General 
Committee  of  the  Society  for  Bettering  the 
Condition  and  Increafing  the  Comforts  of 
the  Poor. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

•  ^ 

In  offering  to  your  notice  the  contents  of 
the  following  pages,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  fubjeft  to  which  they  relate  will  ap- 
•  -  pear 
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pear  fo  clofely  connefted  with  the  import- 
ant  objeft  of  your  Society,  as  to  obtain* 
from  you  an  attentive  corifideration. 

In  the  very  fhott  account  which  I  have 
given  ^of  the^  fyftem  of  domefticjceconomy 
generally  .prevailing  among  the  Poor  of  the 
Metropolis,  and;  in_  the  defcription  of  the 

i"  • 

deftruftive  effefts  produced  by '  that  fyftem, 
I  have  confined  \myfelf  to  the  relation  of 
fuch  circumftances  as  have,  occurred  under 

.*.1  A  A 

my  own  immediate  notice  ;  but  ,1  have  the., 
fatisfaftion  of  being  able ,  to  add  that  what 
have  ftated  and  propofed  is  honoured  by  the^ 
entire  fanftion  of  many  gentlemen  of  the 
higheft  refpe6iability  in  their  profeflion.* 


*  In  this  number  I  am  happy  in  being  allowed  to  par-* 
ticularize  SirWalterFarquhar,  Dr.  Saunders,  Dr.  Garth-* 
fhore,  Dr.Wilian,  and  Dr.  Ferriar  of  Manchefter.-  Dr*  ^ 
Willan  was,  I  believe,  the  firft  who  publicly  recommend¬ 
ed  the  eftablilbrnent  of  Houfes  of  Recovery  in  the  neigh- ‘ 
bourhood  of  London. 


The 


DEDICATION* 


j  The  meafure  of  which  I  here  endeavoui? 
to  point  out  the  neceffity,  feems  fo  perfeftly 
unexceptionable,  that  I  cannot  anticipate  any 
folid  objeftion  to  its  adoption;  I  am  in¬ 
deed  aware  that  when  a  firhilar  plan  was 
firft  brought  forward  at  Manchefter,  many 
well-intentioned  perfons  oppofed  it,  from  an 
apprehenfion  that  the  contagion  would  be 
as  it  were  concentrated  on  the  fpot  where  a 
Hbufe  of  Recovery  fhould  be  eftablilhed; 
fo  as  not  only  to  expofe  to  hazard .  thofe 
who  might  be  immediately  connefted  with 
itj  but  alfo  to  infeft  the  whole  furrounding 
atmofphere,  and  endanger  the  fafety  of  all 
the  neighbourhood.  This  apprehenfion 
however  has  been  long  fince  abandoned  as  ill 
founded,  being  wholly  inconfiftent  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  fafts  afcertained  refpefting 
the  communication  of  infeftion,  all  of  which 
concur  to  prove  that  the'  contagious  atmo¬ 
fphere 
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fphere  is  rendered  perfe6ily  innoxious  by 
being  diluted  in  a  fufficiently  large  quantity 
of  pure  air.  The  experience  of  Manchefter 
is  particularly  to  this  effeft ;  the  Houfe  of 
Recovery,  although  in  the  centre  of  that 
populous  town,  is  perfeftly  airy,  in  all  re- 
fpefts  comfortable,  and  free  from  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  infeftion ;  and  the  number  of 
contagious  fevers  in  its  immediate  vicinity 
has  been  diminijlied  to  an  aftonifhing  de¬ 
gree*. 

.  ^ 

I  ROW  beg  leave  to  place  the  propo- 
fal,  and  all  which  relates  to  it,  under 
your  proteftion ;  with  the  entire  confi¬ 
dence  that  it  will  be  in  the  hands  of  thofe 
who  are  fincerely  difpofed  to  promote  what¬ 
ever  is  beneficial  to  the  poorer  claffes  of  the  - 

*  As  mentioned  in  the  Appendix,  page  39. 


com- 
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community,  and  perfeftly  competent  to  eftl- 
mate  the  importance  of  the  meafure  now 
fubmitted  to  their  coniideration, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  the  greateft  refpedV, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

T,  A.  MURRAY. 

Gre^uille-Street  y 
Dec,  3^,  1800. 
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REMARKS,  &c. 


A  READINESS  to  alleviate  the  fulFerings 
of  the  lower  orders  of  fociety  conflitutes 
fo  prominent  a  feature  in  the  charafter  of 
the  prefent  age,  that  few  meafures  which 
have  had  that  objeft  in  view  have  failed  of 
obtaining  the  mofl;  liberal  and  effeftual 
patronage,  when  properly  fubmitted  to 
the  public.  In  prefenting,  therefore,  the 
following  plan,  no  other  recommendatory 
introduftion  of  it  feems  neceffary  than  evi¬ 
dence  of  its  direft  tendency  to  render  lefs 
numerous  the  fources  of  difeafe  and  mifery 
among  the  poor,  for  whofe  immediate  be¬ 
nefit  it  is  intended  ;  but  if  it  fhall  farther 
appear  that  there  is  no  one,  of  whatever 

B  rank 
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rank  in  fociety,  who  may  not  derive  the  moft 
efTential  advantage  from  the  adoption  of  the 
meafure  here  to  be  propofed,  it  will  acquire 
a  {Ironger^,  and,  it  may  be  hoped,  an  irre- 
fiftible  claim  to  attention  and  fupport. 

Of  the  various  difeafes  w^hich  fhorten 
human  life,  a  very  confiderable  proportion 
confifts  of  thofe  termed  infectious^ \  that 
is,  which  occafion  the  fick  perfon  to  taint  the 
atmofphere  around  him^,  fo  that  it  becomes 
capable  of  exciting  in  others,  who  are  ex- 
pofed  to  it,  a  fimilar  difeafe :  and  this  effeft 
may  bef  produced  by  the  direft  application 
of  the  contagious  matter;  or  the  noxious  ef¬ 
fluvia  may  be  depofited  on  various  fub- 
ftances,  efpecially  wood,  and  cotton  or  wool¬ 
len  cloths,  fo  as  to  become,  at  fome  future  pe- 

*  Contagious  difeafes  .have  been  divided  into  two 
clalfes ;  one  comprehending  thofe  which  arife  from  fpe-- 
cijic  contagions,  as  meafles  and  frhall-pox ;  the  other, 
thofe  produced  by  what  may  be  termed  general  contagions, 
as  the  putrid  or  jail  fever.  Though  much  or  what  is  here 
faid  applies  to  difeafes  of  both  .deferiptions,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  latter  clafs  is  that  to  which  the  remarks  chiefly 
allude,  and  the  plan  wholly  refers. 

riod, 
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riod,  aSIve  and  powerful  inftruments  of 
contagion. 

But  although  Fevers  of  a  particular  de- 
fcription  are  with  perfeft  propriety  deno¬ 
minated  infeftious,  it  is  not  to  be  under- 
ftood  that  in  every  inftance,  and  in  all  fitua- 
tions,  they  manifeft  themfelves  to  be  fo  by 
the  effefts  above  mentioned.  To  the  pro¬ 
pagation  of  contagion  fome  circumftances 
are  effentially  necelTary  ;  fome  are  efpecially 
conducive.  The  virulence  of  it/  or  the  fa¬ 
cility  with  which  its  effefls  are  produced, 
may  be  confidered  as  chiefly  proportioned  to 
the  quantity  of  infeftious  effluvia  with  which 
.the  air  is  impregnated :  but  any  degree  of 
impurity  in  the  air  independent  of  fuch  im- 
pregnation-TT-any  length  of  time  during  which 
the  effluvia  may  have  been  allowed  to  ftag- 
nate — and  any  degree  of  weaknefs  in  the 
bodies,  or  depreffion  and  anxiety  in  the 
minds,  of  perfons  expofed  to  their  aftion, 
are  alfo  circumftances  which  materially  pro¬ 
mote  the  progrefs  of  contagion. 

B  2 
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That  the  poor  of  every  populous  town  are 
peculiarly  liable  to  the  attacks  of  contagious 
(iiftempers,  is  a  faft  of  which  every  one, 
who  has  at  all  attended  to  the  fubjeft,  muft 
be  fully  fatisfied;  but  thofe  who  have  wit- 
neffed  the  fituation  of  the  lower  clafles  in  the 
country  only,  and  have  not  been  induced  to 
explore  the  receffes  of  poverty  and  difeafe  in 
the  metropolis,  cannot  be  aware  how  many 
of -thefe  dwellings  are  in  fituations  favourable 
to^  the  fpreading  of  Infeftlon,  on  all  fides 
clofely  furroimded  by  buildings,  and  in  their 
whole  appearance  indicating  filth  and  wretch- 
ednefs.  '  v!  •  • 


In  the  interior  arrangement  of  thefe  habita- 
iions,circumfiances  frequently  fubfift,  which, 
it  mufi  be  obvious,  are  wholly  incompatible 
vath  cleanlinefs  and  with  comfort.  Such 
evils  are  undoubtedly  the  confequence  of  in- 
creafing  population,  but  they  are  not  the  ne- 
cefi'ary  and  mleparable  effedt.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  experience  “  has  fliewn  that  in  many 


*  See  Reports  of  tlie  Society  for  bettering  the  condition 
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refpefts  they  admit  of  alleviation  and  remedy ; 
and  there  is  every  reafon  to  expeft  that  the 
more  accurately  the  real  (late  of  the  poor 
{hall  be  afcertained,  the  more  diflin6f  ly  will 
the  means  of  ameliorating  it  be  underftood, 
.and  the  more  effeftually  will  the  energy  of 
the  benevolent  and  enlightened  be  called 
forth  to  corre6l  and  improve  it. 

In  a  large  proportion  of  the  dwellings  of 
the  poor,  a  houfe  contains  as  many  families 
as  rooms :  on  the  ground-floor  refides  almofl 
univerfally  the  mafler  of  the  houfe,  with  his 
family,  which  if  pretty  numerous,  fometimes 
occupies  the  whole  of  that  floor ;  if  not,  the 
back  room  is  tenanted  by  another  family. 
This  apartment  is  in  many  inftances  of  a  fize 
fcarcely  more  than  fufficient  to  admit  of  a 
bed,  with  fpace  for  a  perfon  to  pafs  it,  and  fo 
much  as  is  neceffary  for  a  fire-place.  The 
rooms  which  are  in  the  front  of  the  houfe  are 
ufually  larger,  but  they  are  often  occupied 
by  families  more  than  proportionally  nu¬ 
merous. 


But 
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But  although  the  accommodations  in  the 
middle  and  upper  part  of  the  houfe  are  ex¬ 
tremely  uncomfortable,  they  are  in  every 
refpeft  preferable  to  thofe  in  the  loweft 
apartment  or  cellar,  where  darknefs,  dirt  and 
ftagnant  air  combine  to  augment  all  the 
evils  refulting  from  fuch  a  fituation^. 

The  ftate  of  the  windows  requires  to  be 
particularly  noticed,  as  being  intimately  con- 
nefted  with  the  prefent  fubjeft.  Many  of 
thefe  cannot  be  opened  without  admitting  air 
apparently  more  noxious,  certainly  not  lefs 
offenfive,  than  that  already  contained  in  the 
room ;  in  other  inftances,  the  fafhes  have  fre¬ 
quently  been  rendered  by  age  or  accident  im¬ 
moveable;  wood  or  paper  has  been  fub- 
fiituted  for  broken  panes  of  glafs ;  and  every 
crevice  is  fo  carefully  fluffed  by  woollen  rags 
or  fome  other  filthy  fubflance,  that  as  means 
of  admittin<T  frefh  air  the  windows  are  often 

o 

totally  ufelefs  f .  .  . 

Thus 

♦  See  Appendix,  No.  L 

t  To  enter  into  more  minute  particulars,  and  defcribe 
all  the  circumftances  of  thefe  miferable  apartments,  feems 

fcarcelv 
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Thus  from  various  circumftances  the  fitu- 
ation  of  a  dwelling  feems  in  many  inftances 
very  wretched,  even  while  the  inmates  of  it  re¬ 
main  in  health  :  what  an  addition  of  mifery 
it  receives,  when  any  of  them,  elpecially 
either  of  the  heads  of  a  family,  is  attacked 
by  difeafe,  may  be  more  eafily  imagined  than 
defcribed.  Improvident  for  the  future  while  ’ 
their  labour  enabled  them  to  procure  the 
means  of  fubfiftence  ;  perhaps  in  their  moft 
fortunate  days  earning  too  little  to  admit  of 
any  favings,  every  evil* is  now  doubled.  If 
the  father  be  confined  by  ficknefs,  the  chief 
fource  of  the  family’s  fupport  is  direftly  and 
at  once  cut  off;  if  the  mother  be  the  perfon 
attacked,  fo  much  of  her  hufband’s  time  is 
employed  in  attending  to  her,  and  fupplying 

fcarcely  neceffary,  the  object  of  this  ftatement  being  mere¬ 
ly  to  (hew  the  utter  impoflibilityof  effetftually  checking  the 
ravages  of  contagion  among  the  poor,  while  they  remain  in 
their  own  habitations.  Farther  information  with  many 
excellent  remarks  may  be  found  in  the  extradls,  given  at 
the  end  *,  from  Dr.  Willan’s  report,  which  fully  con¬ 
firms  all  that  is  here  aflerted,  and  indeed  forms,  with 
what  Dr.  Ferriar  has  written,  the  foundation  of  all  that 
is  here  advanced  and  propofed. 


*  Sec  Appendix,  No.  IT. 
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her  place  in  the  care  of  the  children,  that 
lefs  of  it  can  be  devoted  to  labouring  for 
their  fupport :  in  either  cafe,  with  an  in- 
creafe  of  expence,  the  means  of  defraying 
it  are  diminifhed,  and  fome  article  from 
their  already  fmall  flock  of  clothes  or  furni¬ 
ture,  is  every  day  difpofed  of,  to  enable 
them  to  meet  the  exigency  of  the  moment. 
Here  it  may  be  thought  the  mifery  is  com¬ 
plete  :  flill  liowever  it  admits  of  aggrava¬ 
tion,  if  the  diflemper,  which  has  made  its 
way  into  their  abode,  be  not  contagious*  : 
if  it  be  contagious,  the  wretchednefs  of  the 
inhabitants  is  confun\mated ;  it  can  receive 
no  auq:mentation+. 

o 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  III. 

t  As  thefe  remarks  relate  chiefly  to  the  com¬ 
munication  of  contagious  fevers  from  one  perfon  to 
another,  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve  here  that  thofe 
difeafes  require,  for  their  firfl:  produftion,  nothing  more 
than  the  effluvia  of  the  living  body,  become  putrid  by 
Itagnation  ;  and  may  of  courfe  arife  in  any  ill  ventilated 
and  crowded  place.  It  therefore  happens  that  they  not 
only  are  ealily  propagated  in  fuch  liabitations  as  have 
been  deferibed,  but  ufually  originate  there,  without  any 
previous  intercourfe  between  the  inhabitants  of  them  and 
any  infedled  perfon.  See  Appendix,  No.  IV. 
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From  what  has  been  faid  above  on  the 
circumftances  conducive  to  the  progrefs  of  • 
infeflion^  it  may  be  underftood  how  little 
chance  of  efcape  there  is  for  the  individuals 
of  fuch  a  family,  weakened  by  the  diminu¬ 
tion  of  their  ordinary  means  of  fubfiftence*, 
haraffed  by  anxiety,  exhaufted  by  fatigue. 
The  powers  of  medicine,  however  early 
employed,  however  judicioufly  directed, 
will  be  unavailing  to  counterafl:  the  effeft, 
while  the  caufe  is  fo  conftantly  and  fo  for¬ 
cibly  applied. 

Within  a  fliort  time  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  illnefs  of  the  perfon  firfl 
attacked,  fome  other  member  of  the 'family 
is  ufually  feized  in  a  fimilar  manner,  and 
frequently  all  in  fucceffion.  From  the  clofe- 
nefs  of  the  room,  the  air  becomes  completely 
vitiated  by  the  noxious  effluvia,  fome  of 
which  are  depofited  on  the  walls  and  on 
every  article  of  bedding,  clothes  and  furni¬ 
ture,  In  this  (late,  dread  of  the  infeftion, 
now  too  manifell,  fometimes  deprives  the 


♦  See  Appendix,  No.  V. 
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miferable  fufFerers  of  the  afiiilance  of  their 
neighbours  * ;  but  the  appearance  of  the  dif- 
eafe  in  another  apartment,  there  to  occafion 
fimilar  calamities,  foon  evinces  the  infuffici- 
ency  of  their  precautions.  It  now  goes  on 
from  room  to  room,  and  from  floor  to  floor, 
until  every  one  under  the  fame  roof  has 
experienced  the  effefts  of  its  ravages,  and 
the  houfe  becomes  completely  infeftedf. 
No  fooner  does  one  lodger  change  his  refi- 
dence  than  he  is  fucceeded  by  another, 
without  any  intermediate  time-  being  allow¬ 
ed  for  purifying  the  apartment,  and  the  dif- 
eafe  is  thus  perpetuated  by  a  fucceflion  of 
frefh  fubjefts  for  its  attack  J. 

But  it  is  not  to  the  houfe  in  which  it  firfl: 
appears,  that  the  evil  confequences  of  a 
malady  of  this  defcription  arc  confined  ;  the 
means  of  fpreading  the  infeftion  are  too 
various  for  it  to  flop  here^.  Sentiments 
of  humanity  and  affeftion  prevailing  over 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  VI.  J  Ibid,  No.  VIII. 

I  Ibid,  No.  VII.  §  Ibid,  No.  IX. 

thofe 
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tliofe  of  timid  precaution  will,  at  leafl  before 
the  virulent  nature  of  the  difeafe  has  been 
fully  afcertained,  give  rife  to  occafional  vifits 
of  relations  and  friends  from  a  diftance,  by 
whom  the  contagion  may  be  ftill  farther 
propagated.  Thus  fervants  often  introduce 
a  fever  among  a  family,  who  are  unfufpicious 
of  its  approach  and  generally  unable  to  ac¬ 
count  for  its  origin ;  the  perfon  firft  attacked 
being  often  fo  circumftanced,  as  to  lead  to  an 
apparent  certainty  that  there  has  been  no 
previous  intercourfe  with  any  one  by  whom 
it  could  be  communicated 

There  is  yet  another  confequence  of  the 
appearance  of  a  contagious  fever  in  the  ha-, 
bitations  of  the  poor,  ftill  more  extenfively 
deftruftive  than  that  now  mentioned.  When 
the  general  illnefs  of  a  family  renders  all 

O  J 

the  members  of  it  abfolutely  incapable  of 
fupporting  each  other,  they  would  perifti 
from  mere  want,  did  they  not  obtain  aftift- 
ance  from  the  funds  which  the  law  ha^ 
provided  for  that  purpofe;  but  as  the  en- 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  X. 

tire 
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tire  maintenance  of  a  family  at  home  is  not 
compatible  with  the  rules  commonly  ob- 
ferved  in  the  diftribution  of  thofe  funds,  a 
removal  of  the  fick  perfons  to  a  workhoufe 
takes  place,  where  the  abfurdity  and  impo¬ 
licy  of  the  meafure  is  generally  foon  evinced 
by  the  infeftion  of  many,  perhaps  all,  of 
the  previous  inhabitants  of  the  houfe. 

All  the  mifchlefs  now  defcribed  occur  in 
thofe  cafes  which  may  be  deemed  compara¬ 
tively  favourable,  as  terminating  in  the  ulti¬ 
mate  recovery  of  the  perfons  firfl  infefted^A 
It  feems  almoft  needlefs  to  point  out  the  addi¬ 
tional  injury  which  the  community  will  have 
received,  if  the  fever  in  its  courfe  have  proved 
fatal  to  the  father  of  a  numerous  family  ;  or' 
to  dwell  upon  the  lofles  which  fociety  every 
year  fuftains  from  the  devaftations  of  con- 
tagion.  It  is  indeed  a  fubjeft  of  the  mofl 
ferious  Importance ;  but  all  that  relates  to  it 
is  fo  obvious  as  to  preclude  the  neceirity  of 
minute  difcuflion. 

♦  vSee  Appendix,  No.  XL 
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•  It  may  be  hoped,  that  what  has  been 
faid  is  fufhcient  to  demonftrate  the  good 
effefts  which  would  have  followed  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  perfon,  or  even  the  family, 
firfl  attacked  by  the  contagious  fever,  from 
the  fituation  where  it  was  perhaps  gene¬ 
rated  ;  which  at  lead  increafed  its  violence 
and  facilitated  its  communication  to  others. 
Could  this  have  been  effefted  and  other  fa- 
lutary  meafures  adopted,  the  long,  train 
of  fubfequent  miferies  would  not  have 
enfued ;  much  ficknefs  would  have  been 
prevented  ;  many  lives  would  probably  have 
been  faved.  It  now  remains  therefore  to 
fhew  by  what  means  this  extenfive  evil  may 
be  corrected  :  and  fortunately  a  remedy  can  ^ 
be  propofed,  not  upon  mere  fpeculationy 
but  recommended  by  the  experience  of  a 
large  and  populous  town.  A  (hort  account 
of  the  advantages  produced  by  the  inftitu-' 
tion  for  diminiOiing  the  number  of  contagi¬ 
ous  fevers  amongr  the  lower  clalfes  at  Man- 

o 

cliefter,  will  fuffice  to  explain  what  benefits 
may  in,  this  refpeft  be  conferred  on  the 
Poor  of  the  Metropolis.' 


An 
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An  alarming  infeftious  fever,  which  clear¬ 
ly  originated  with  a  fingle  individual,  having' 
in  the  year  1795  appeared  in  the  neighbour-^ 
hood  of  Manchefter,  Dr.  Ferriar,  who  had 
repeatedly  recommended  the  eftablifliment 
of  houfe^  for  the  reception  of  fever-patients^, 
was  requefted  to  prepare  a  plan  for  fuch  an 
inftitution.  This  he  accordingly  did,  and 
in  confequence  of  it  four  fmall  adjoining 
houfes,  detached  from  other  buildings,  were 
fixed  upon,  and  being  fitted  up  fo  as  to  ac¬ 
commodate  twenty-eight  perfons  conveni¬ 
ently,  were  opened  in  May  1796,  for  the 
reception  of  patients.  The  circumftances  of 
the  cafes  which  were  the  firft  obje6ls  of  the 
charity  were  of  the  moll  affeSing  defcrip- 
tion ;  and  fuch  as  left  no  room  to  doubt 
that  not  only  the  lives  of  the  perfons  them- 
felves  were  preferved  by  their  removal,  but 
that  the  infeftion  of  many  others  was  pre- 

*  An  efltablifliment  for  this  purpofe  had  been  fuggefted 
by  Dr.  Haygarth,  in  a  paper  read  before  the  Royal 
Society  in  January  1777,  and  inferted  in  the  68th  volume 
of  the  Philofophical  Tranfa^llons,  Fever-wards  were 
cftablhhed  by  Dr.  Haygarth  at  Chefter  in  1783. 

vented^ 
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vented,  which  would  otherwife  inevitably 
have  enfued. 

■  j,  I  ■  '  ,  0 

The  good  eff'efts  of  this  inftitution  foon 
became  abundantly  apparent,  and  indeed 
exceeded  all  reafonable  expeflation.  The 
number  of  fick  among  the  poor  was  per¬ 
ceptibly  diminifhed ;  and  at  the  end  of  the 
firft  year  an  aftonifhing  decreafe  was  ob- 
fervable  in  the  bills  of  Mortality*.  The 
refult  of  more  than  four  years’  experience 
has  now  completely  fulfilled  the  prediftions 
by  which  the  public  was  encouraged  Ao  the 
formation  of  the  eflablifhment ;  and  fimilar 
inftitutions  have  been  founded  in  fome  of  the 
moft  populous  towns  in  that  quarter  of  the 
kingdom. 

It  is  therefore  reafonable  to  conclude 
that  Houfes  of  Recovery  in  London  would 
effe6l  a  very  confiderable  diminution  of 
the  number  of  contagious  diflempers,  and 


♦  A  more  particular  account  of  the  benefits  accruing 
from  this  inftitution  is  given  in  the  Appendix,  No.  XII. 

would 
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would  thus  be  attended  by  various  mofl 

efTential  advantages.  To  extend  to  every 

part  of  the  Metropolis  the  benefits,  which 

they  are  likely  to  produce,  at  leaft 

inftitutions,  in  different  fituations,  would 

perhaps  be  neceffary.  But  as  the  attempt 

to  carry  at  once  into  effeft  a  plan  on  fo 

large  a  fcale  would  unavoidably  occafion 

much  delay  in  its  execution,  and  would 

be  liable  to  many  other  objeftions,  it  feems 

on  every  account  preferable  to  commence 

with  the  eflablifliment  of  one  Receptacle  for 

perfons  infefted  by  Fever. 

•  « 

'  In  fketchino[  the  following  outline  of  a 

t>  o 

Plan  for '  that  purpofe,  the  principles  fo 
fuccefsfully  applied  at  Manchefter  have  been 
clofely  kept  in  view.  If  it  fhall  be  thought  - 
worthy  of  attention,  many  circumftances 
will  occur  to  be  noticed,  which  have  not 
now  been  provided  for  ;  many  imperfeftions 
and  errors,  almoft  infeparable  from  the  firfl 
propol'al  of  a  comprehenfive  meafure,  will 
require  to  be  remedied  and  correfted. 


Out  Hue 


Outline  of  a  PLAN  for  the  EJlabli/hment  of 
a  Houfe  of  Recovery^  for  Perfons  infected 
by  contagious  Fever, 

% 

1.  All  poor  perfons  labouring  under  in- 
feftious' fever,  and  refiding  within  a  mile  of 
the  Houfe  of  Recovery,  fhall  be  confidered 
at  the  opening  of  it  as  proper  objefts  of  this 
charity,  but  the  limits  fhall  be  enlarged  as 
foon  as  poffible. 

2.  The  Houfe  to  be  provided  for  the  re¬ 
ception  of  fuch  perfons,  fhall  be  in  an  airy 
fituation ;  detached  from  other  buildings  ;  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  a  populous  diftrifl:  of 
the  town,  and  large  enough  to  accommodate 
as  many  patients  as  the  funds  of  the  Houfe 
fliall,  at  its  openings  be  deemed  adequate 
to  fupport.  The  rooms  fhall  be  furnifhed 
with  iron-bedfteads,  and  flraw-beds. 

3.  Two  or  more  Phyficlans  and  an  Apo¬ 
thecary  fhall  be  appointed,  the  latter  of 
whom  fhall  refide  near  the  Houfe. 


c 


4.  The 
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4.  The  fervants  of  the  Houfe  fiiall  confift 
of  a  Matron,  who  fliall  fuperintend  the  do- 
meftic  concerns  ;  three  ordinary  nurfes 
(until  more  fhall  be  found  neceffary) ;  and 
a  Meffenger  or  Porter, 

5.  Upon  any  application  for  admiffion, 
notice  Ihall  be  immediately  given  to  one 
of  the  Phyficians,  who  fhall,  as  foon  as 
poffible,  afcertain  the  ftate  of  the  perfon 
recommended  ;  and  if  he  deem  it  expedient 
that  the  patient  be  removed  to  the  Houfe, 
he  fhall  give  an  order  to  that  effeft. 

6.  A  fedan  chair,  provided  with  a  movea¬ 
ble  lining,  fliall  be  kept  at  the  Houfe,  in 
which  all  perfons,  ordered  by  the  Phyfician 
to  be  removed,  fhall  be  carried  thither  at  the 
cxpence  of  the  inflitution 

\ 

7.  Tlie  internal  regulations  fliall  be  fimilar 
to  thole  of  the  Houfe  of  Recovery  at  Man- 

<• 

♦  ’No  one  fhould  be  admitted  who  is  not  removed  to  the 
houfe  in  this,  or  on  an  open  litter,  for  the  reafon  ftated  in 
the  Appendix,  No.  XIH. 


chefter, 
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chefter*,  with  the  exception  of  the'  iith, 
12th,  13th,  and  15th,  which  relate  to  cir- 
cumftances  entirely  local. 

I 

f 

-  8.  When  the  Phyfician  fhall  not  think 
the  removal  of  the  fick  perfon  advifahle; 
or  when  the  fever  fhall  have  ceafed  in  a 
dwelling-houfe;  he  may,  with  the  concur¬ 
rence  of  the  Committee,  order  fuch  mea- 
fures  +  as  may  be  conducive  to  check  the 

*  Dr.  Ferriar’s  Med.  Hift.  and  Refle<^lions,  Vol. 
p.  66.  and  Reports  of  the  Society  for  bettering  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  Poor,  Vol.  I,  p.  loi. 

t  How  much  may  be  done  by  cleanlinefs  and  venti¬ 
lation  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  infectious  difeafesj  is 
ever)’’  day  experienced:  in  no  inftance  more  ftrikingly 
than  in  the  Britifti  navy.  Formerly  it  feldom  happened 
that  a  fleet  was  at  fea  for  any  confiderable  time  without 
its  having  been  neceflfary  to  fend  home  fome  of  the  fhips, 
on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  contagious  fevers.  Now% 
on  the  contrary,  the  health  of  feamen  receives  fo  much 
attention  from  thofe  to  whom  the  adminiflration  of  naval 
affairs  is  entrufted,  that  large  fleets  are  enabled  to  keep  the 
fea  for  a  great  length  of  time  and  in  the  moft  unfavoura¬ 
ble  feafons  ;  and  no  infl:ance  of  that  nature  has  occurred 
during  the  prefent  war,  although  it  has  been  attended  with 
more  extenfive,  and,  it  may  be  added,  more  fuccefsful 
naval  operations,  than  any  former  one. 

C  2  proo 
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progrefs  of  contagion,  or  neceffary  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  renewal  of  its  effefts.  Of  this  de- 
fcription  are  whitewalhing  and  cleanling  the 
apartments  ;  purchafing  new  bed-clothes  or 
apparel,  when  the  deftruftion  of  thofe.in- 
fefted  (hall  have  been  neceffary,  &c.  The* 
expence  of  fuch  meafures  fhall  be  defrayed 
from  the  funds  of  the  Houfe. 


‘  I  • 
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Page  6. 

"  The  cuftom  of  inhabiting  cellars  tends 
to  promote  both  the  origin  and  preferva- 
tion  of  febrile  infeftion.  But  even  in  them 
the  aftion  of  filth  and  confined  air  is  always 
apparent  when  fevers  arife.  I  have  often 
obferved  that  the  cellar  of  a  Tever-patient 
was  to  be  known  by  a  fhattered  pane,  patch¬ 
ed  with  paper,  or  fluffed  with  rags,  and  by 
every  external  fign  of  complete  dirtinefs.” 

Dr.  Ferriars  Medical  Hiflories  and 
Reflexions,  Vol.  I.  page  138. 


No.  II. 
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'**  '  ;  '  i  '  ' 

■  r  . 

Extract  from  Dr.  WUlaris  Reports  on 

Dif cafes  in  London^'  for  March  1800. 

During  the'mild  open  weather  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  and  in  the  beginning  of  February,  the 
malignant  fever  was  rapidly  diffufed  to  a 
very  great  extent,  and  with  an  aggravated 
train  of  fymptoms.  Among  the  poor,  the 
mortality  from  this  caufe  was  nearly  as  ftated 
in  the  laft  report*^,  notwithftandihg  the  at¬ 
tentive  adminiftration  of  proper  articles  of 
diet,  and  of  fuitable  remedies,  with  plenty  of 
wine.  The  good  effcfts  of  all  thefe  appli¬ 
cations  are  almoft’  wholly  fuperfeded  by  the 
miferable  accommodations  of  the  poor  with 
refpeft  to  bedding,  and  by  a  total  neglefl 
of  ventilation  in  their  narrow,  crowded  dwel¬ 
lings.  It  will  fcarcely  appear  credible,  though 
it  is  precifely  true,  that  perfons  of  the  loweft 

f  “  One  in  four  of  all  perfons  afFe6led  with ^ fever.** 

-  ,  clafs 
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clafs  do  not  put  clean  fheets  on  thek  beds 
three  times  a  year ;  that  even  where  no 
flieets  are  ufed,  they  never  wafh  or  fcour 
their  blankets  and  coverlets,  nor  renew  them 
till  they  are  no  longer  tenable;  that  cur^ 
tains,  if  unfortunately  there  (liould  be  any, 
are  never  cleaned,  but  fuffered  to  continue 
in  the  fame  ftate  till  they  drop  to  pieces  : 
laftly,  that  from  three  to  eight  individuals, 
of  different  ages,  often  deep  in  the  fame  bed  ; 
there  being  in  general  but  one  room  and  one 
bed  for  each  family.  To  the  above  circum* 
ftances  may  be  added,  that  the  room  occu¬ 
pied  is  either  a  deep  cellar,  almoft  inacceffi- 
ble  to  the  light  and  admitting  of  no  change 
of  air  ;  or  a  garret,  with  a  low  roof  and  fmall 
windows,  the  paffage  to  which  is'  clofe,  kept 
dark  in  order  to  leffen  the  window  tax,  and 
filled  not  only  with  bad  air,  but  with  putrid, 
excremental  or  other  abominable  effluvia 
from  a  vault  at  the  bottom  of  the  flair-cafe, 
W afhing  of  linen  or  fome  other  difagreeable 
bufinefs  is  carried  on,  while  infants  are  left 
dozing,  and  children  more  advanced  kept  at 
play  whole  days  on  the  tainted  bed ;  fome 

unfavoury 
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unfavoury  vifluals  are  from  time  to  time 
cooked':  in  many  inftances  idlenefs,  in  others, 
the  cumbrous  furniture,  or  utenfils  of  trade 
with  which  the  apartments  are  clogged,  pre¬ 
vent  the  falutary  ‘  operation  of  the  broom 
and  white-wafhing  brufn,  and  favour  the 
accumulation  of  a  heterogeneous,  ferment¬ 
ing  filth.  From  all  thefe  caufes  combined 
there  is  neceffarily  produced  a  complication 
of  fcetor,  to  defcribe  which  would  be  as  vain 
an  attempt,  as  for  thofe  to  conceive  who 
have  been  always  accuflomed  to  neat  and 
comfortable  dwellings.  It  cannot  be  won¬ 
dered  at  that  in  fuch  fituations,  contagious 
difeafes  fhould  be  formed,  and  attain  their 
highefl;  degree  of  virulence.” 

See  Medical  and  Phyfical  Journal, 

Vol.  III.  page  298. 

\ 

To  confirm  and  illuftrate  the  preceding 
reprefentation,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
defcribe  the  following  cafe,  which  occurred 
after  the  general  flatement  had  been  com- 
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On  the  igth  of  November  George  Cotton - 
was  vifited  as  a  home-patient  of  the  Carey- 
Street  Difpenfary,  and  was  found  to  be  af- 
fefted  with  Typhus-Fever.  His  refiderice 
was  in  a  narrow,  covered  alley,  leading  from 
Shoe-Lane  (the  entrance  to  Richard  s  Build¬ 
ings)  in  a  back  room,  on  the  ground-floor. 
There  was  a  large  window  to  the  room, 
which  from  its  very  conftruftion  could  not 
be  opened  ;  and  as  feveral  panes  of  glafs 
had  been  broken  away  on  one  fide,  a  fhut- 
ter  which  covered  that  part  was  carefully, 
and,  it  was  faid,  conftantly  clofed.  The 
inhabitants  of  this  room  were — the  fick 
man,  his  wife,  and  five  female  children,  of 
the  age  of  16,  15,  11,  4  and  2  years,  re- 
fpeftively.  There  was  but  one  bedftead  in 
the  room,  but  fome  bedding  lay  on  the 
floor,  between  this  and  the  fire-place.  The 
room,  the  bedding,  and  the  perfons  of  the 
inhabitants  were  all  in  the  highefl:  degree 
filthy  and  offenfive. 

The  mother  had  been  firfl:  attacked,  in 
confequence,  as  flie  fuppofed,  of  having  vi-  ^ 

fited 
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fited  a  perfon,  who  died  of  the  fever  in  one 
of  the  upper  apartments.  She  had  imme¬ 
diately  obtained  admiffion  into  an  hofpital, 
and  remained  there  until  (he  thought  her- 
felf  able  to  return  to  her  family  ;  though 
ftill  retaining,  in  her  clothes  or  perfon, 
enough  of  the  contagion  to  infeft  them. 

Soon  after  her  return  her  hufband  was  at- 

• 

tacked  by  the  fever ;  then  the  fecond  and 
third  of  her  daughters  ;  afterwards  the  eldeft 
and  the  two  youngeft.  Medicine,  as  might 
have  been  foretold,  was  of  very  little  fer- 
vice  in  fuch  a  fituation.  No  injunftions 
could  induce  the  woman  to  clear  off  the 
dirt  from  the  flvins  of  the  patients  ;  no  re- 
monftrances  could  prevail  on  her  to  allow 
of  the  door  and  fhutters  remaining  open. 
The  moft  woeful  experience  could  not  con¬ 
vince  her  of  the  inefficacy  of  a  handful 
of  rue,'’  and  the  fprinkhng  of  vinegar :  ffic 
feemed  even  to  think  it  dcfirable  that  the 
room  fhould  be  kept  as  clofe  as  poffible, 
becaufe  then  the  fmell  of  thefe  fuppofed 
prefervatives  was  moft  ftrongly  perceived. 


The 
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The  father  of  the  family  died  on  the  fourth 
day  after  he  was  firft  vifited.  The  children 
ftill  continue  to  linger  under  the  difeafe. 
The  eldeft  of  them  was,  on  the  27th  of 
November,  conveyed  to  an  hofpital  in  a 
hackney  coach,  having  until  the  time  of  her 
removal  Iain  by  the  fide  of  her  fifter,  on 
that  part  of  the  infefted  bed  which  ♦  the 
dead  body  of  their  father  had  previoufly 
occupied. 

Dec.  1,  1800. 


No.  III. 

Page  8, 

In  fuch  circumftances  the  difeafe,  though 
not  originally  and  in  its  own  nature  conta¬ 
gious,  may  very  often  become  fo.  Dr. 
Willan  remarks  that  perfons,  refiding  in  in- 
fe£led  apartments,  fometimes  by  means  of 

frefh 
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frefh  air '  and  the  exercife  of  the  'day,  con¬ 
tinue  long  unafTefted  by  contagion.  It 
muft  however,”  he  adds,  be  obferved,  that 
if  through  taking  cold,  or  any  other  caufe, 
they  fhould  be  confined  to  the-houfe  for 
fome  days,  they  alTuredly  take  the  fever. 
So  it  happened  in  the  late  unfavourable  fea- 
fon  :  whoever  was  obliged  to  keep  his  bed 
for  a  catarrh,  pleurify,;br  inflammation  of 
the  lungs,  within  three  or  four  days  caught 
the  fever,  and  almofl;  every  one  fo  affefted 
died.  The  children  are  infefted  from  the 
new  fource  of  contagion ;  and  the  mother, 
after  clofing  the  eyes  of  her  hufband,  and 
perhaps  of  more  than  one  of  her  offspring, 
finks  exhaufled  with  grief,  watching  and 
fatigue,  and  is  herfelf  the  lafl  viftim  to  the 
difeafe.”  ,  -  n 


•  / 
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Page  8,  Note. 

It  is  a  fa6t  equally  alarming  and  true, 
that  many  perfons  in  indigent  circumftances 
areexpofed,  in  our  great  towns,  to  fuch  evils 
as  I  have  fhewn  to  be  produdive  of  febrile 
contagion.” 

One  of  the  moft  fatisfaftory  inftances 
of  this  fort  was  obferved  by  Dr.  Heylham^ 
at  Carlifle,  in  1778  or  1779.  A  fever  of 
the  nervous  kind  raged  in  that  city,  which 
did  not  feem  to  have  been  introduced  from 
any  neighbouring  place.  Dr.  Heyfham, 
with  great  induftry,  traced  its  origin  to  a 
houfe  near  one  of  the  gates,  which  was  te¬ 
nanted  by  five  or  fix  very  poor  families 
thefe  unhappy  creatures  had  blocked  up 
every  avenue  of  light  with  which  even 
wretchednefs  could  difpenfe,  and  thus  con¬ 
taminated  the  air  of  their  cells  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  to  product  the  poifon  of  fever 
an^ong  them.” 


«  The 
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The  Plague  itfelf  appears  to  originait 
with  the  crowded  inhabitants  of  the  mifera- 
ble  villages  in  the  Eaft.” 

Dr.  Ferriar,  Vol.  I. 
pages  240  and  245. 


.-uSSiTii  j-'i  r  ri..  I  — TiiiTin 

4 

No.  V. 

Page  9,  line  6. 

The  eEFefl:  of  a  deficiency  of  neceffary 
food,  in  difpofing  the  body  to  receive  the' 
contagion  of  fever,  is  a  circumftance  of  uni- . 
verfal  obfervation,  and  frequently  exempli¬ 
fied  among  the  poor.  It  is  however  in  the 
higheft  degree  fatisfaftory  to  have  reafqn 
for  believing,  that  the  fcarcity  which  at  pre- 
fent  fubfifis,  Fas  not  materially  added  to  the 
number  of  difeafes  in  general  among  them. 
The  monthly  average  of  the  cafes  occurring 
under  the  notice  of  a  phyfician  to  an  exten- 
five  charitable  inftitution  was  220  in  the  fix 
months  preceding  the  20th  of  November^ 
but  in  the  month  following  only  171  cafes 
occurred  under  the  fame  circumfiances^. 

^  Sec  Britifli  Magazine  for  December,  1800. 

This 
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This  reduftion  may  perhaps  be  attributed  to 
the  healthy  ftate  of  the  atmofphere  during 
the  laft  mentioned  period,  but  it  is  quite  as 
confiderable  as  can  be  accounted  for  from 
any  change  which  has  taken  place  in  that 
refpeft.  '  The  cafes  here  referred  to  having 
occurred  chiefly  among  the  lower  clafles, 
the  obfervation  proves,  as  far  as  it  extends, 
that  the  poor  have  not  become  more  un-. 
healthy  at  the  period  when  the  fcarcity  of 
provifions  muft  have  affefted  them  moft  per¬ 
ceptibly,  but  for  the  unexampled  attention  ’ 
which  has  been  paid  to  their  neceflities,  and 
the  unremittinor  exertions  which  are  made 

o 

for  their  relief, 

Dec.  24,  1800. 

< 


No.  VI. 

Page  10. 

Dp.  Ferriar  mentions  the  deplorable 
fituation  of  two  children  in  this  refpe6l : 

Their  parents  had  been  fwept  off  by  the 
•difeafe,  and  as  great  terror  prevailed  in  the 
neighbourhood,  thefe  little  wretches  were  left 

f 
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almoft  deftitute  of  every  thing.  One  of  them 

died,  from  the  effefts  of  previous  hunger, 

very'  foon  after  its  reception  into  the  Houfe 

of  Recovery.’’ 

•  #  »  ♦ 

Similar  inftances  have  probably  occurred 
to  many  praftitioners  of  medicine  among  the 
poor.  If  is  not,  however,  meant  to  be  af- 
ferted,  that  they  are  by  any  means  frequent. 
'On  the  contrary,  Dr.  Willan  mentions  an 
error  of  an  oppofite  kind  as  a  means  of  dif- 
fufing  infeftion  through  a  houfe.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  fecond  'ftory,’’  he  obferves, 
fuffer  from  contiguity  and  from  their 
friendly  attentions  to  thofe  above  them,  or 
to  the  tenants  of  the  cellars  ;  fo  that  in  what¬ 
ever  part  of  the  houfe  a  fever  commences, 
it  is  fopn  diffufed  among  all  the  inmates.” 


No.  VII. 

Page  lo,  line  9. 

An  exception  to  this  general  infeftion  of 
a  houfe  is  fometimes  the  refult  of  judicious 

precaution. 
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pfecahtion.  '  I  met  with  a  remarkable  in- 
•ftanice  of  the  eafe  with  which  contagion  may 
be'confihed  within  certain  botihds.  A  houfe, 
in  a  very  confined  fituation,  had  been  ihfefi:- 
ed  dtiringfeveral  years  iii  three  of  the  rooms ; 
and,  at  one  time,^  when  the‘  whole  family  was 
ill,  foufperlbris  died  from  want  of  the  com- 

’  __  ’  t 

moh  offices  of  a  nnrfe?  '  During  all  this  time 
nn  elderly  ebuple;*  who  lodged  in  the  ^fourth 

r  T  *  *  ^  • 

roofni  fepafatdd  from  the'infeftcd  only  by  tho 
harrow  llaircafe  %f  *  the  houfef  prefer ved 
themfelves  from  ^  the  difordef,  merely'  by 

•  r  •  X  '  \ 

aVoidiiTg  all  comniunication  with  the  reft .  of 

the  family/^  ^  ’ 

»  •  ♦  •  • 

‘  ■  Dr.  Ferriar,  Vol.  13.  page  195. 


.  ^ 


& 
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Page  10,  line  15. 

Dr.  Ferriar,  alluding  to  fome  lodging- 
houfes  in  Manchefter  of  which  he  defcribes 
‘  s>  the 
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the  fitualion^  fays,  In  thofe  houfes  a  very 
dangerous  fever  conflantly  fubfifts,  and  has 
fubfifted  for  a  confiderable  number  of  years. 
.1  have  known  nine  patients  confined  in  fe¬ 
vers  at  the  fame  time  in  one  of  thofe  houfes, 
and  crammed  into  three  fmall,  dirty  rooms, 
without  the  regular  attendance  of  any  friend ; 
or  of  a  nurfe.  Four  of nhefe  poor  creatures 
died,  abfolutely  from  want  of  the  common 
offices  of  humanity,  and  negleft  in  the  ad- 
miniflration  of  their  medicines.”*  As  foon 
as  one  dies  or  is  driven  out  of  his  cell,  he  is 
replaced rby  another,  who  foon  feels  in  his 
turn  the  confequences  of  breathing  infefted 
air.  .  Ventilation  "can  be' very  imperfeftly 
obtained  in  many  of  thefe  houfes.”  In 
moft  of  thefe  places  lodgers  are  received. 
The  confequence  is  a  perpetual  fucceffion  of 
fever-patients  in  them.” 

Dr.  Ferriar,  Vol.  II.  page  183. 
and  Vol,  I,  page  136. 

«  c  . 
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No.  IX. 

« 

Page  10. 

When  a  fever  either  arifes  in,  or  is 
introduced  into  the  houfe  of  a  poor  perfon, 
every  circumftance  favouring  its  progrefs,  it 
generally '  attacks  the  family  in  fucceffion : 
their  clothes,, and  the  woollen  and  cotton 

i.  .  ^  ^  ^ 

parts  of  their  furniture  become  infefted,  re¬ 
tain  the  infeftion  tenacioufly,  and  are  capa¬ 
ble  of  communicating  the  difeafe  for  a  long 
time.  Thefe  they  can  neither  afford  to  pu¬ 
rify  or  deftroy.  Thus  their  dwellings  and 
perfons  continually  brjeathe  contagion  ;  and 
where  this  is  the  fituation,  not  of  one  family 
only,  but  of  a  great  number,  it  is  hardly  pof- 
fible  to  prevent  a  communication  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe  to  the  families  of  the,  rich,  among  whom 
it  would  never, have  produced'^ 

The  clothes  difpofed  of,  thoroughly 
penetrated  by  contagious  effluvia,  are  pur- 
chafed  by  healthy  perfons,  without  fufpicion ; 
and  thus  fevers  may  often  arife  among  the 
•fervants  of. the  rich.’’ 

Dr.  Ferriar,  Vol.  I.  pages  243  and  140. 

D  2  No. 


3^ 


'APP^'NDIX. 


•Nk  X.' 

^ ,  fugt  i  t. 

/ 

It  may  give  a  clearer  idea  of  the  extent 
df  danger  from  the  accefs  of  unneceffary  vi- 
fitors,  to  mention,  that  an  elderly  woman, 
juft  recovering  from  the  fever,  informed  me, 
that  {he  had  fifteen  children,  all  fettled  in  the 
town,  and  all  of  whom  had  undergone  the 
Jevef  within  thefe  two  months.” 

Dr.  Ferriar,  Vol.  III.  page  53.  ' 


No.  XI. 

l^agc  12. 

There  is  one  point  of  confiderable  im¬ 
portance,  which  perhaps  ought  to  have  been 
more  diftinftly  noticed  in  the  preceding  re^ 
marks;  namely,  that  all  the  circumftances 
which  conduce  to  the  generation. and  pro- 
grefs  of  contagion,  alfo  affeft  in  the  higheft 

,  degree 
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degree  the  ev^ent  of  the  difeafe  in  each  par¬ 
ticular  inftance.  It  has  been  obferved,  that 
where  two  or  more  perfpns  are  confined  to 
one  bed  by  a  fever  at  the  fame  time,  it'  ah 
moft  ipvariably  happens  that  at  leaft  one  of 
them  finks  under  the  difeafe.  In  almoft 
aJ!  the  in  fiances  of  fatal  termination,  the  pa¬ 
tients  die  at  a  very  extended  period  of  the 
difeafe,  their  firength  being  rather  gradually 
exhaufied  by  its  duration,  than  overpowered 
by  its  force 

It  is  very  difficult,”  as  Dr.  Ferriar  re¬ 
marks,  to  eradicate  the  fever,  when  it 
feizes  a  family  thus  fituated.  The  con- 
valrfc^t^s,  from  their  confinement  in  the 
midft  of  hifcffipn,  have  frequent  relapfes,  .at¬ 
tended  whh  ipCF^fing  .danger,  fo  that  the 
difeafe  continues  in  the  farne  fpot  for  feveral 
months  together.  The  recovery  even  of 
thofe  who  do  not  relapfe,  is  alfo  tedious  and 
ynperjfeft,  beyond  the  conception  of  any  who 

♦  Obfervations  on  Difcafes  In  London,  by  the  Phyficians 
of  the^  Finfbury  Difpenfary,  Med.  and  Phyf.  Jouriral, 
VaI.  jy.  pAge  S95v 

have 
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have  not  experienced  cafes  of  this  nature. 
The  want  of  proper  nurfes  muft  be  added, 
as  none  of  the  leaft  evils  attending  this  un- 
foi^fnate  clafs  of  people.  I  have  no  helita- 
tation  in  afferting,  that  many  lives  are  an¬ 
nually  loft  from  this  caufe  alone.” 

:  "  ^  -  ‘  Vol:  III'  page  50. 

^  ^  ,  -r  .  -  *  • 
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Page  15, 
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The  advantages  produced  by  the'efta-* 
blifhment  of  . the  Houfe  of  Recovery  at  Man- 
chefter,  cannot  be  more  diftinftly  and  con- 
cifely  ftated  than 'in  the  fucceffive  accounts 
which  Mr.  Bernard  has  laid  before  the 
public.  •  ^  i 

The  beneficial  effefts  of  the  Houfe  of 
Recovery  are  almoft  beyond  belief :  the 
fa6ls  are,  however,  eftabliftied  by  authentic 
documents.  The  number  of  fever-patients 


in 
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in  the  pile  of 'buildings  in' the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Hoife  of  Recovery^  for  the  two  pre¬ 
ceding  years  and'  eight  months  were  1256 
fomething  more  than  the  average  of  a 
year :  thofe  in  the  fame  diftrift,  from  July 
'I7g6/(a  period  commencing  two  months  after 
the  eflablifhment  of  the  Houfe  of  Recovery) 
to  July  1 7977  being  ^twelve  months^  were 

r  •  •  * 

on\y  twenty •*  ' 

» 

^^^In  January  1796,  (before  the  eftabllfh- 
ment  of  !the  Houfe  of  Recovery)  the  whole 
number. of  home-patients  at  the  Manchefler 
Infirmary  was  2965  of  which  226  were  cafes 
of.feyer  :  in  January  1797,  "the  number  of 
their  .home-patients  was  161,  and  of  thefe 
only  57  were  cafes  of  fever*, 

*  The  number  of  home-patients  from  June  1795  to 
June  1796,  was  2880;  from  June  1796  to  June  1797,  the 
number  of  home-patients  was  1759  ;  that  is,  the  illnefs  of 
1-121  was  probably^prevented  by  the  inftitution  of  the 
Houfe  of  Recovery,  in  one  year.  ,  i  •  ■ 

By  “  home-patients*'  are  meant  poor  pcrfons  who 
are  vifited  at  their  own  houfcs  by  the  Phvficians  of-  the 
Infirmary, 

Other 
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.  "  Oth^  confequences  have  attended  the 

extraordinary  fuccefs  of  this  inftitution, 
Board  of  Health  does  now  receive  fever-par 
tients  into  the  Houfe^  from  places  beyond  th^ 
diftrifls  for  which  it  was  firft  eftablifhed ;  by 
which  means  the  environs  of'  the  town  will 

'  ■ '  '  " '  jt  V 

be  cleared  of  the  epidemic  fever.  ’  The  Infirr 
mary  alfo  receives  a  variety  of  patients, 
which  they  w^re  obliged  to  refufe,  when  the 
Infirmary  and  Town  were  oppreffed  by  the 
enormous  croud  of  fever-patients,  'whofe 
claims  feemed  to*  fuperfede  thofe  of  perfons 
not  afflifted  with  contaorious.  difeafes.” 

O 

r  ^ 

f 

“  In  the  year  1796  there  was  a  decreafe 
of  near  400  in  the  bills  of  mortality  at  Man- 
chefter.  An  additional  proof  to  the  fame 
effeft,  of  a  fingular  nature,  appears  in  the 
accounts  of  the  overfeers  of  the  poor.”  The 
number  of  coffins  for  deceafed  paupers  pro¬ 
vided  in  the  two  years  preceding  the  eflablifh- 
ment  of  the  Houfe  of  Recovery  amounted 
to  1078  in  the  fallowing  two  years  it  was 

reduced  to  751. 

There 
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;  iTliere  h  another  very  gratifying  cir- 
cumftance,  the  diminution  of  the  propor-f* 
tidn  of  mortality  among  the  patient?  of.  die 
Houfe  of  Recovery*.  In  1796  it  wa$  near¬ 
ly  one  in  eleven ;  in  1797  one  in  thirteen'; 
and  in  1798,  not  quite  one  in  eighteen. 
The  lift  is  as  follows : 


Patients  admitted  from  19th  of  May 
1796  to  1  ft  of  January^  1797> 
Died  -  -  J  -  - 


247 


Admitted  in  the  year  i797'  ^  349 

Died  -  -  -  -  -  27 


Admitted  in  the  year  1798  •  -  381 

Died  -  -  -  .  -  -  21 


*  This  is  probably  beeaufe  the  poor  are  now  induccdi 

10  apply  in  the  earlier  iiages  of  rhe  fever,  when  medU 

» 

cine  can  be  applied  with  more  effecSl/*  “  But  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  this  inftitution  is  not  to  be  calculated  by  the  num¬ 
ber  of  perfons  cured.  Every  firagle  removal  into  the 

\ 

Houfe  of  Recovery,  probably  prevents  on  an  average 
two  or  three  cafes  of  the  difeafe.'* 

Dr.  Currie’s  Med.  Reports  on  Fevers,  p.  217. 

A  falu- 


4! 


i  faliitalry',  ■  to  p'refTion^  ^  has  alfo  been 
made ' on  'minds  of  the 'poor,  refpefting 
the  utility  of,  cleanlinefs  in  theirs  lioufes; 
The  ide^^of  fever  comprehends  among  them, 
that  ofifeuin  to  th(?iAGircumftances*  and  de^ 
ferti^rtihy  their  neighbours.  It  may f there¬ 
fore  be  expe61ed  that^they  -wdlh  catch  at 
every  means  within  their  reach  to  avoid  fo 
dreadful  '-an  ‘Cvihi '  and"  when  they  find,  that  • 
a  public  charity:  extends  its  cate.touhern  fo 
far,  as  to„  white-wafh.  theinhoufes  (whenrthQ^ 
phyliGians  report  it  to  be  neceffary)  they 
mplft;  feel -the  propriety 'of  attending  46  ^this- 

objea."  -  ^  -  he':: 


*' , 

<e 


,,  C  -  r  ■  -'fU  r» 

^Another  very  important^  circumiiance 
deferves  "attention ;  the  check  fo  infeaious 
fevers  in  Manchefter  and  its  neighbourhood. 
Though  the  -Houfehs'  opeh'not  merely  tb  the 
town,  ‘but  to  any^diflahce  of  the  neighbour- 
hoq^  that  canbehefit  bypt,  and  the  ppprarein- 
diferiminately  invited,  nay  almoft  compelled, 
to/come^in;  -there  are  only  eleven  patients 
now  (Oaober  3d,  1799)^  the  Houle.  In  the 
colirfe  of  the  ^preceding  year  360  fever-pa- 
*  '  tients 
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dents  have  been  cured 


in  the  Houfe'  of  Re¬ 


covery,  their  habitations  purified;  ^*arid  the 
prbgrefs  of  infeftion  iftopped  in  their  refpec- 
tive  neighbourhoods.  '  With  fo  great  a  be¬ 
nefit  conferred,  hot  only  on  that  town,  but 
on  the  human  fpecies  in  general,  the  total 
expence  this  year  is  under  feven  hundred 


'1 


>f  f 


(  ^ 


No.  XIII. 

Page  18. 
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»'  It  is  obvioufly  of  the  utmoft  importance 
that  the  vehicle  in  which  infefted  perfons 
are  removed,’  fhbuld  be  appropriated  folely 
to  that  purpofe.  ’  There  is  great  reafon  to 
apprehend  that  fevers  are  fometimes  com¬ 
municated  in  confequence  of  inattention  to 
this  circumftance.  A  patient  with  contagi¬ 
ous  fever  is  taken  hot  from  bed  * ;  perhaps 


*  An  inftance  of  this  has  been  given  in  the  cafe  related 
in  page  25. 

wrapped 
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wrapped  in  infefted  clothes ;  and  placed  in 
a  hackney-coach  (of  which  the  windows  are 
carefully  clofed  to  prevent  his  catching 
cold”)  for  the  purpofe  of  being  conveyed 
to  an  hofpital.  Various  circumftances  may 
concur  to  occalioii  a  detention  of  him  in 
the  carriage  for  .a  confiderable  length  of 
time :  he  may  be  in  fuch  a  Rate  as  to  bear 
only  a  very  flow  motion  of  it ;  it  may  be 
long  before  he  can  afcertain  the  poflibility 
of  his  admiflion ;  he  may  finally  be  unable 
to  obtain  it,  and  obliged  to  return*  It  will 
not  then  be  wonderful  if  hi  fome  inftances 
there  fhould  be  fufficient  time  for  contami¬ 
nating  the  lining  of  the  coach ;  fo  that  a 
perfon  entering  it,  in  a  flate  of  body  or  mind 
rendering  him  fufceptible  of  the  elfefls  of 
contagion^  may  be  infefted  with  the  difeafe 
of  the  one  who  preceded  him. 


i .  ^  * 


CON- 


CONCLUSION. 


i 

I T  is  impoffible  to  clofe  the  difcuffion  of 
the  fubjefl:  which  has  occupied  the  prec^- 
ing  pages  better  than  with  the  admirable 
obfervations  of  ^Dr.  Currie'^,  phyfician  to 
the  Liverpool  infirmary :  “  Contagious  dif- 
eafes,  and  more  particularly  fevers,  have 
in  general  been  excluded  from  the  hofpitals 
of  England  ;  but  the  evidence  of  our  infir* 
mary  and  work-houfe,  of  the  Chefter  infir¬ 
mary,  and  of  various  fimilar  inftitutions> 
proves  that  under  proper  regulations  they 
may  be  admitted  under  the  fame  roof  with 

*  Medical  Reports  on  the  efFedls  of  Water,  cold  and 
warm,  as  a  remedy  in  fever  and  febrile  difeafes ;  whe¬ 
ther  applied  to  the  furface  of  the  body,  or  ufed  as  a 
drink.  Page  222. 
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Other  difeafes,  without  any  danger  of  the 
infeflion  fpreading  through  the  building. 
It  is  not  however  to  be  denied  that  the  at¬ 
tendance  and  the  arrangement  requifite  for 
patients  under  fever,  render  it  a  'matter  of 
convenience  and  propriety  that  they  fhould 
be  received  into  a  feparate  building ;  and  it 
is  a  point  capable  of  demonftration  that  hof- 
pitals  for  fuch  difeafes  ftand  pre-eminent  in 
point'of  utility  over  all  other  hofpitals,  thofe 
for  accidents  that  require  the  immediate  af- 
fiftance  of  furgery,  alone  perhaps  excepted. 
The  benefit  derived  from  hofpitals  in  other 

cafes  confifts  in  renaoving  difeafe,  and  is  con- 
—  *  • 

fined  to  the  patient  himfelf ;  but  in  cafes  of 
contagion,  the  evils  prevented  are  much 
2[reater  than  thofe  remedied,  and  the  benefit 

O  r  .  ‘ 

is  by  this  means  extended  from  the  patient 
himfelf  to  the  circle  by  which  he  is  fur- 
rounded.  The  eftablifhment  of  fuch  hofpi¬ 
tals  was  firft  fuggefled  by  tracing  the  -con¬ 
tagion  which  propagates  the  contagious  fe¬ 
ver  to  its  origin,  and  afcertaining  the  power 
of  ventilation  and  cleanlinefs  in  preventing 
and  in  alleviating  the  difeafe.  The.,  argu- 
^  ments 
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ments  for  fuch  hofpitals  are  ftrengthened  by 
the  difcovery  of  the  chemical  methods  of  de- 
ftroying  this  contagion  ;  and,  if  I  do  not 
greatly  deceive  myfelf,  they  are  ftill  farther 
ftrengthened  by  the  fuccefs  of  that  mode  of 
praftice  in  fever,  which  it  is  the  chief  ob- 
jeft  of  this  publication  to  explain  and  to 
eftablifh.  A  vigilant  exercife  of  all  the 
means  of  prevention  and  of  cure,  might  in¬ 
deed,  in  a  fhort  period  fuperfede  the  ufe  of 
hofpitals  for  fever,  by  extinguifhing  the  dif- 
eafe ;  a  profpe6l  in  which  the  philanthropift 
might  indulge  with  more  fafety,  if  he  could 
calculate  with  equal  confidence  on  the  wif- 
dom,  as  on  the  power  of  his  fpecies.’* 


\ 


THE  END. 


U.  Nor. LE,  Printer, 
Old  Bailey, 
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